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THE 2IS W 4.

EUROPE.
Our news »p«t by the Atlantic cable la dated to the

.Tening or We lnecday, and the fluanctal and commer-

c, ad flee* to y uterlay, the 7th Inst, at noon.

Toe Irish Fen.ans have taken the field at Dublin, and
In the counties of Ix>uth and Cork. Their army baa
been in collision with the British troops. A severe en¬

gagement took place between the Fenians and the mili¬
tary and polio* In Drogheda In which many were killed
and wounded on both sides, the Fenians carrying "their
dead from the field." rhere has also been a firfhi at
Castle Martyr, In the county Cork.

'Che telegraph wires are cut pretty generally all over
the island The Fenians hold the railroad between Cork
and Dublin, and evidently aim at obtaining possession of
Dublin, the capital of the country, the great Mother n
seaport of Cork, and of marching from Drogheda, on
the Boyne. to the north, east and west, and setnng Bel¬
fast, the commercial emporium of Ireland. "General'*
Massy, a supposed Fenian officer, has been arrested in
Limerick.

Earl Derby has postponed the Introduction of his re¬
form bill from the 11th to the 18th of March. Dr. Liv¬
ingstone, the African explorer, hss been murdered by
the Caffres at the Cape ot Good Hope. The Tycoon of
Japan has requested the foreign ministers to meet him
lu audience.
Consols were at 90X for money in Ix>ndon at noon

yesterday.a decline from 01. The market was weaker.
Five-twenties were at 13%. The Liverpool cotton mar¬
ket wa* quiet, with middling uplands at 13%d. Bread-
stuffs steady and firm.

CONGRESS.
In the senate yesterday under a suspentfon of the

rules a resolution was adopted appointing the commit-
tees. Messrs. Sumner, Morgan, TrumbuH and Wilson
were cliosen chairmen of the Foreign Relations, Fi¬
nance, Judiciary and Military committees respectively.
Several petitions and memorials were presented, and,
with several bills and resolutions of a local or personal
character, were referred to appropriate committees A

jofat resolution to amend the constitution by providing
that no State shall prohibit any of its citizens from vot¬
ing or holding office on account of color was referred to
the Judiciary Committee. Mr. Benderson cave notice
that he would Introduce a bill to-day providing tor
the representation of the rebel Stated In Congress
at the earliest practicable moment. Mr. Wilson Intro¬
duced a bill supplementary to the Reconstruction bill
parsed by the last Congress, which provides for a regis¬
tration of voters in the rebel States and the holding ot
conventions to frame new constitutions therefor, which
constitutions shall be transmitted to Congress through
the President, and If they are in accordance with the pro¬
visions of the Reconstruction act, the states adopting
them shall be admitted to representation. The joint reso¬

lution appropriating (50,000 for the Paris Exhibition
purposes was passed. A concurrent resolution for a

recess from Monday next until the 8th of May was laid
on the table. Mr. Sumner introduced a joint resolution
declaring further guarantees to b<> necessary in the recon¬

struction of the rebel States. The consideration of the
resolution went over, Mr. Johnson objecting, and the
Senate adjourned.

In the House a concurrent resolution to adjourn on

Monday next until May 8 was adopted. A resolution In¬
structing the Judiciary Committee to report a bill declar¬
ing who shall call conventions in the rebel States and
for other purposes was adopted under a suspension of
the rules. Mr Ashley offered as a question of privilege
resolutions transferring the charees and testimony
relative to impeachment received by the Judiciary Com¬
mittee of the last Congress to the House Committee of
the present Congress, and authorizing said committee to
.It during the session or any recess which ma/ be taken.
An amendment providing for the additional expenses
of the committee was accepted by Mr. Ashley, and
he proceeded to address the Hoase in advocacy of his

Mo. 07

proposition. His speech was devoted annual entirely to

unqualified abu*e of the President, and was frequently
interrupted by humorous or sarcastic remarks from the
democratic members and by toe Speaker, who Intimated
that the gentleman was proceeding beyond the limit of
debate, even on an impeachment resolution. One of the
opposition inquired if there was an inline asylum con¬

venient, and another said the gentleman had President
on the brain. Five minutes of his time were yielded to
Mr. Spalding, who spoke in opposition to the resolutions.
He said no one act amounting to a crime or misdemeanor
had as yet been proved against the President. Mr.
Ashley resumed the floor, and Mr. Nibiack asked
him regarding rerun charges in the newspapers
affecting the gentleman himself (Mr. Ashley i. A some¬

what acrimonious debate ensued which looked towards
a tlsttcuIT between the two gentlemen, when the House
should adjourn, but Mr. Ashley ratr* led and matters
were then arranged. Mr. Butler ftyiowed in advocacy
of the resolutions, and Mr. Brooks refusing.to accept a

portion of Mr. Ashley's time. Mr. Miller spoke. The
previous question wax then moved and Mr. Brooks, of
New Fork, took the floor and delivered an address of
flftv minutes' duration in opposition to the resolutions.
Be .was followed by Mr. Wood, of New York, and the
i|ae*tinn being taken the roeolution was adopted without
a division. The Committees on the Judiciary,
Elections, Mileage, Rules and several special com¬
mittees were announced. The Judiciary Com¬
mittee la the same as at the last Congress, except
Messrs. Rogers, Morri* and C<iok, whoee places are sup¬
plied by Messrs. Churchill, Marshal and Klartdge. A
bill to repeal the act retruceding Alexandria county from
the District of Columbia to the State of Virginia was

pawed under a suspension ol the rules, by 111 yeas to
23 uays. Pending a motion to suspend the rules for the
Introduction of a joint resolution authorizing the re¬

demption of outstanding compound interest notes, the
House adjourned.

THE LEGISLATURE
In the Senate yesterday several minor bills were re¬

ported from committees, a bill prohibiting the propul¬
sion of cars by tfteara on the Harlem Railroad below
Eightieth street was introduced, and the bill extending
the provisions of the Metropolitan Excite law relative to
the sale of liquor on Sundays throughout the State was

advanced to a third reading. The Assembly Constita-
tional bill was nailed up. The Senate bill was sub¬
stituted tar it, ud paaaad by a vote of 24 yeas to 7 nays.
It pmvidsa for oaa hundred and thirty seven delegates,
empowers oolored man to rota and applies the test oath
to votera.

In the Aasembty a resolution relative la contracts for
canal repain was adopted, Bills for the const i action of
railroads in Broadway, Lexington avenue and other
streets of New York wore introduced. Several unim¬

portant bills were advanced to a third readlug, and the
Assembly adjourned.

JflSCELLAITXlUS.
Hie Board of Aldermen met la special session yester¬

day Resolutions relative to the propoeed sea wall at
the battery and amending the ordinance relative to
hackmen were adopted, and one directing the leasees of
the Weehawken ferry grant to comply with the condi¬
tions of the contract, and m case of their refusal to
do so authorising the Comptroller to cancel the leaaa,
was referred u> the Committee on Ferries. Tba tax
levy for 1W7 was then considered In Committee of the
V hole as a special orii and waa finally reported com-
plete .

The Board of Councilmen met yesterday and adopted
rcjolufloos calling for statement* of the amount of
money paid for grading Hamilton squars and extending
th« Battery. A resolution waa offered direct ni the
Corporation Coaaael to suspend further proceeding* in
executing^nveyances to the general government of a por-
t on or the City Hall Park for the propoeed new l-o«t
. Rice, which was referred to the Committee on Law.

In the Virginia Legislature yeste, day a bill to call a
F< ae Convention on the second Monday in May was
j wed A large nee ting of negroes was bold In the
. enlng, when they were advised to hold a convention of
i. sir own In opposition to the one to be called by the
J r slatura. .

1 he Chief of the Memphis (Tean.) police ha* been
Ii rmg out the negroes whom be bad la cnii^dy at so

much a head to planters, and General Howard has
ordered him to be prosecuted for such sharp practftm

'i he funeral of Bishop Boole, who died 08 Wednoeday,
lt>»k i>»ace yesterday at Nashville, Tela

Tk« PmIu War la Irelwi-Th* Flrot Col-
lUioa Hetweea the Hellicereata >a4 the
Hritlah Trctpi.
The cable news from Ireland this morning

if> of great importance. The Fenian rebellion
has broken out in earnest, the revolutionists
have attacked towns and barracks garrisoned
by British troops, and the first blood in thd
struggle has been shed. The report* which
reach us are dated in London, Liverpool and
Dublin on the 6th, and relate only the trans¬
actions of the previous day. They foreshadow
serious trouble for the British government.
The Fenians are evidently well organized
and under experienced military leadership.
The points they have selected for their move¬

ments are such as strategic ability alone
would point out The principal risings have
been at Dublin, Castle Martyr, near the

city of Cork, and In the ancient city of

Drogheda, on the Boyne river. The communi¬
cation by railroad between Cork and Dublin
was completely interrupted on Wednesday
last, and the telegraph wires all over Ireland
are said to have been cnt down. The insur¬

gent army in the neighborhood of Dublin is

reported by the Chief Secretary of Ireland,
Lord Naas, to number from one thousand to
four thousand men. All thp despatches concur

in the statement that the Fenians are under

good discipline, and it is highly probable that

they aim at obtaining possession of the impor¬
tant cities of Dublin, Cork and Belfast. The
fact th it we are without intelligence as to the

progress of events after the 5th instant is full
of significance and seems to indicate that the
troubles are on the increase, although one of
the latest despatches from the government
headquarters in London state that " all is

quiet."
The Great leaue In Connecticut.'The Woolly

ilorae Ticket for Congrem.
The wooden clock* and other "Yankee no¬

tions" of Connecticut, made to sell at half
price, have given to that State through all the
country southward a very peculiar reputation.
To this day a Connecticut Yankee beyond the
l'otomac is apt to be regarded as that tra¬
ditional Yankee, that old time swindling vaga¬
bond whose "smartness" consisted in his 'cute
avoidance of the meshes of the law and in
keeping out of jail. For the purpose of an

apt illustration of this valuable peculiarity in
the traditional Connecticut wandering Yankee
we publish to-day, from the autobiography of
P. T. Barnum, the worthy nephew of his uucle,
"O'd Phin," bis statement concerning his
adventures with that aforesaid woolly horse.
Barnum, however, who does not stick at trifles,
is too modest in this case. He says that after
Colonel Benton failed in court to convict the
woolly horse exhibitor as an impostor, obtain¬
ing money on false pretences, the poor beast,
out of respect for the feelings of Colonel
Benton, was withdrawn from Washington,
after a profitable run of some days, in conse¬

quence of the sensation raised by this prose¬
cution.
We understand, however, from a person who

was in Washington at the time, and who was
taken in to see the woolly horse by Colonel
Benton, in view at this prosecution, that the
showman was let off, as deponent remembers
it, on the condition that his woolly horse was

to be shown no more in Washington ; that the
defendant accordingly shut up shop, and, to
make both ends meet, got up a lecture
against Benton, at which the chop-fallen
showman afforded some amusement to the
boys present in such calls as, " Where's your
nondescript?" "Go on, Old Woolly!" "Half
horse, half alligator, and runs like a wooden
clock 1" " Who shaved bis tail ?" and in other
remarks in the same vein, interjected from the
audience into the lecture. It was morally cer¬
tain that had Barnum kept 44 Old Woolly" a

few weeks longer anywhere on the stage, as

Colonel Fremont's nondescript, the showman,
under a prosecution trom Fremont himself
(then in California), would have ended his
woolly horse campaign behind an iro%grating.
It was, then, not " respect for the feelings of
Colonel Benton," but respect for the Tombs,
that turned the woolly horse out to grass.
This case, therefore, aptly illustrates that
Southern idea of the strolling Connecticut
Yankee.a fellow of false pretences, whosj
'cuteness consists in the 'cuteness of keeping
out of j.til. The difficulty of proving a nega¬
tive, which was the making of Barnum, failed
liirn in his woolly horse. But how nicely he
covers it up I His book, however, from this
example, is no more to be believed than Joyce
Heth. It is, we must conclude, an imposture,
witb all the other impostures of the author,
though purporting to be a bona fide and boast¬
ful account of his successful experiments of
Yankee 'cuteness.

This Barnum is now a candidate for Con¬
gress in Connecticut, the head of the radical
ticket, the embodiment of the new radical
'platform.the woolly horse. The woolly man,
the negro, is played out; and now they fall
back on Barnum, bis nigger turning white, and
the woolly horse. All right. We only ask a
fair field in Connecticut to secure a com¬
plete vindication of her traditional Yan¬
kee. She will stand by her tradi¬
tions. She owes it to herself to sus¬
tain her representative man.the living
type of all ber peculiar qualities as understood
beyond her borders, wooden clocks, wooden
nutmegs, woolly horse and all. Shall Barnum,
who sunk all his profits from a long procession
of " Yankee notions," in the great Connecticut
business of wooden clocks, shall Barnum, after
these sacrifices, go unrewarded by his people ?
Don't point to New York and John Morrissey.
Morrissey has been to church, has made confes¬
sion, has recorded his vows to bung up no more

eyes, to knock oat no more teeth, to mash no

more noses into Jelly and to keep no fluro bank
or keno bnnk in Washingtoa, and be is a new
man. Barnum is the identical Barnnm of the
woolly borse, and the question, the vital qaes-
tlon before the good people of Connecticut is,
shall we not stick to oar representative man,
the walking embodiment of Connecticut, and
.ball we not, in the name of the State, send
him triumphantly into Congress on his woolly
horse T That's the question upon which this
whole election in Connecticut turns.
Men may say what they like. They may say

that Barnum s election will be a shame t« the

State; that it will give occasion to the British
aristocracy to turn up their dainty noses in
disgust at lbs degradation of popular institu¬
tions among the Yankees; that even Jeff Davis
in Fortress Monroe will chuckle over the suc¬

cess or the woolly horse, and that Barnum will
be held up away off among the Fet-jees and
the Aztecs as a fair specimen of Connecticut
ideas of Yankee 'cateness snd of the United
Stales Congress. What is all this to the people
of Connecticut? Fiddlesticks! They must
stand by their record.they must run with their
wooden clocks; and as their obampion against
all comers, in his peculiar line, they must de¬
cree that Barnum shall ride into Congress on

his woolly horse.

A Colored Political MnIIk la Blchiaoad
For the first time in the history of Virginia

a public meeting, composed exclusively of
colored people, having for its object matters
of a purely political character, has been held
at the capital of the Old Dominion. The pro¬
ceedings are repAsented as having been con¬

ducted in a quiet, orderly and dignified man¬

ner, and altogether relieved from those wild
and senseless harangues with which white
Northern fanatics are in the habit of disturbing
similir meetings in other parts of the country.
It is by conducting themselves in this intel¬
ligent and orderly manner, and by utterly re¬

pudiating the white scamps who profess to be
their sympathizers and allies, that the colored
people of the South will in due time attain a

political status and power which must com¬

mand the attention of the communities in
which they live. It rests with leading
Southerners to decide whether this power
shall be used for their own benefit and
directed to the purpose of regaining their
lormer political influence in the Union, or

whether by fcruelty, oppression and contempt
it shall be cast into the scale of their oppo¬
nents. Now is the time for 'the Southern
leaders to throw aside their old prejudices
and a3k themselves the very imy^rtant ques¬
tion, whither shall this flew political 'element
go? It will bf wise for them to take this
matter in hand in time, else they may see slip
through their fingers the very means by which
they may regain political strength and recog¬
nition, and the bridge that has been erected to
carry thorn safely pver the bitter waters of
secession and disunion be destroyed, never,
perhaps, to be restored. The colored peopl"
of Richmond have started off very well for a

first attempt. Let them continue moderate
and orderly, bunish from their councils all
white fanatics and revolutionists, who only
live on agitation, and they may in due time
not only be worthy of, but influential enough
to command respect.

The Htnte Constitutional Convention.
The two houses of the Legislature are at

loggerheads on the subject of the State Con¬
stitutional Convention. The Assembly passed
the bill in a good form, in conformity with the
recommendations of Governor Fenton, pro¬
viding for the election of one hundred and
twenty-eight delegates by Assembly districts
and thirty-two delegates at large, to be divided
equally between the two political parties in
the State. The Senate, after wasting much
valuable time in filibustering, decided upon a

bill which prsvides for th3 election of dele¬
gates by 8enate districts, excludes the thirty-
two delegates at large and extends the suf¬
frage to negroes.

It is said that the difllcaltlei experienced by
this measure grow oat of ill feeling towards
Governor Fenton on the part of the friends of
Lieutenant Governor Alvord, who was thrown
orerboard at the last republican State Con¬
vention. If these parties hare any in¬
juries to avenge they should seek some
other opportunity than that afforded by
the bill to provide for the election of dele¬
gates to the State Constitutional Convention.
The constitution requires them to enact the
law necessary to carry out the popular will as

expressed in the November election, and the
people of the State are anxious that the Con¬
vention of Revision should assemble at as early
a day ns practicable. There are great inter¬
ests involved in the amendment of the funda¬
mental law of th# State, and as the revised
constitution will have to be submit ed to the
popular vote next November, it is important
that it be perfected in time to be thoroughly
examined and understood by the people before
they are called upon to decide for or against
its adoption. It the subject is to go to a com-,
mittee of conference the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the HouMe should be
careful to appoint committees made up ot tho
friends of the Assembly bill, who will push it
through without any farther delay.

Tke Mpnnl»h RMicni I'pon Chile.
We learn tiiat the Spanish government in¬

tends to selxe the Island of Chlloe, there pla?e
a corps of ten thousand men and renew the
war with Chile, using also an iron-clad fleet
to second its land foroes.
The Island ot Chiloi lies at the southern ex¬

tremity of Chile, divided from the mainland by
the Gulf of Ancud. The island has a die
port.San Carlo?.which the Spanish General-
in-Chief will, no doubt, make his base of supply.
At the same time a naval station is to be estab¬
lished near Montevideo, whence cruisers can

pounce upon any veasels-of-war passing to Ch£e
or Peru from the United States. And, by tie
way, it does not appear that Spain has askel
the republic of Uruguay for its acquiescence ii
this mattef. >-

,

This is doing things with a high hand, and ii
quite inconsistent with Spain's late declaration
that it had no intention of territorial acquisi¬
tions in America. Then it is to soothe it?
wounded honor that Spain, with an emptr
treasury and borrow fag money at high rates it
the French and English markets, goes to al
this expense and trouble.
A sharp watch should be kept by our naval

officers on the South American station upon the
doings of the Spanish squadron and the accom¬

panying land force.

Necessity op a Fmr Canai Now that w<
are told that Canada is about to become I

great dominion, threatening to completely
overshadow all nations except Russia, and
even leaving Old England herself in the back*
ground, it is time that our commerce from Um
West should be rendered independent of Um
Welland Canal, which runs through the soil of
the new " kingdom.'' We ought to put th<
ship canal round the Falls of Niagara through
at once. Congress should see after lis mea¬
sure as a matter of commercial and military
necessity, and they can attend to Um impeach¬
ment of the President afterwards.

The Imprarhateal ml Ike PreoMent.
The House of Representatives yvsterd&y

adopted resolutions empowering the Judiciary
Committee, as soon as formed, to continue the
investigation into the charges made against
the President of the United States in the last
Congress, during the sessions of the House, or

daring any recss which the present Compress
may take. In the debate whioh preceded this
action of the Houae Mr. Ashley made
an unnecessarily violent attack upon
the President, in the course of whioh
he repeated the silly and unfounded charge
of complicity in the assassination of
Mr. Lineoln, and was called to order by the
Speaker. The country understands that Mr.
Johnson is to be impeached for usurping the

powers of Congress and for obstructing the
work of reconstruction, and would prefer to
see this done without the display of personal
malice and malignity in which some cruy
.radicals indulge. Brooks, Fernando Wood
and others took part in the debate, bat John
Morrissey does not appear to have raised his
voice in defence of the President The resolu¬
tions, after a great deal of unnecessary dis¬
cussion, were adopted without a division.

The L«h ml the Aaitltiit.

Scarcely had the ink dried upon the article
we published yesterday in relation to proposed
reforms in our mercantile marine, when ac¬

counts of the total loss by fire of the steamship
Andalusia, off Hatteras, came to hand. This
disaster, accompanied, unfortunately, by loss
of life, was the result of carrying combustible
articles as freight without proper precautions
being taken for security against fire.a danger
aimed to be guarded against by the bill in re¬

lation to the merobant marine of the United
States presented to the last Congress by Mr.
Eliot, of Massachusetts. It too frequently hap¬
pens that combustible and explosive material;
are shipped on steamers and rdfldels as

uij^oods or other harmless merchandise, the
true character of whioh masters of vessels are

criminally kept in ignorance of by the shippers
until some direful calamity makes their real
nature known. In the proposed new law this
point is covered by the most rigid regulations,
in the face of which it is next to impossible to
disguise the character of any dangerous or

explosive commodity placed on shipboard.
We hope the present Congress will take this
matter in hand at onoe and adopt measures to
prevent, as soon as possible, the recurrence
of these melancholy casualties at sea, the cata¬
logue of which is daily becoming more and
more extended. ,

Reduction of the National Debt.
It is a striking fact that the actual reduction

of the national debt within a single year, from
March 1, 1866, to March 1, 1867, amounts to
$181,086,110. At this rapid rate of reduction
the entire debt could be wiped out in fifteen
years. But it would have been done at the
expense of the present generation, who have
already borne their full share of the distresses
and burdens of the war, and might, both fairly
and advantageously, be relieved in part of the
crushing weight of taxation which it would
impose. Those short-sighted economists who
would fain force unnaturally a premature
resumption of specie payments would bat pre¬
cipitate a disastrous financial revulsion. The
national debt will melt away faat enough with¬
out any artificial forcing of the process. Within
a very few years It will form scarcely a per¬
ceptible element In the swill current of our
national prosperity.
The Party Thoaaaad Dollar Plant af the New

York CaMaa Umm.
The Congressional Committee on Public

Expenditures upon the frauds In the
New York Custom House charged Sena¬
tors Doolittle and Patterson with having
received each a share of the forty thousand
dollars that came in under the general order.
Senator Doolittle denies having even tasted
oi that " plum," and stamps the charge of the
committee as "a base falsehood, a vile and
cowardly slander." Senator Patterson also
disclaims having participated in the division of
the fund. In his seat in the Senate on Wednes¬
day, in very unpailiamentary language, he
denounced the insinuation as regatds himself
" as false as hell." We are now anxious to
hear from Mr*. Perry, a Washington woman, of
Cincinnati, who is also charged as having
come in for a share. Who is Mrs. Perry T The
public are anxions to know.

Thb New Yobs Lboisi.atvbb and thk King¬
dom or Canada..Now is the time for the
Legislature of New York, before its session
expires, to follow the example of Maine In
drawing the attention of the federal govern¬
ment to the contemplated monarchy in Canada.
Our border immediately adjoins the Provinces
and will be under the command of the exten¬
sive fortifications which are about to be con¬
structed all along the frontier for the protec¬
tion of the new kingdom. Our Albany legis¬
lators should not overlook this matter. New
Hampshire, Vermont, Michigan and Ohio will,
no doubt, protest against this scheme of a con¬
solidated dominion under monarchical rule.

RECQHSTRUCTIM IN VIRGINIA.
Pananae la the Heaate of a Bill ta Call a Mtate
Cenveatlea.Aaether Near* Mm» .tfeeilag la
Klchaiead, ftr.

RieiiH'WD, March 7, 1MT.
The Senate uvday passed a bill to call a Bute Convea*

Uaa on Ute second Monday in May by a vote of 25 to 4.
At a meeUng to-night of five thousand nenro-e to ratifySherman's bill, the white spoaker* gave a programme for

a call of a convention by negroes to adopt a constitution
which will be sent to Congress aa the loyal men's con.
stitutlon. The negroes wore advised to rote against any
coaatllutioa adopted by the convention to be cal ed by
he present Legislature. Hunnlcutt was the leader ol
he meeting.

CIVIL RIGHTS JjASMN MEMPHIS.
The Chief of Poller te be Praeeeeied by the
Krerdmea'e Bureau far Hiring Out Negroea

. Confined la Jail.
Memphis, March 7, 1M7.

General Howard has ordered Beaumont, Chief of the
Municipal Follce, to be prosecuted for arresting negroes
and hiring them to planter* for stipulated sums. Report
says he arrested many negroen, and then released them
from jail without any trial by hiring them to planter!
for sums of moaey varying from ten to fifteen dollars.

NEGRO SUFFRAGE IN MISSOURI.
8r. Loins, March 7,1M7.

The lower house of the Legislature to night passed a
bill to aoMBd the constitution so as to allow negroes te
vote.yeas 7«, nays Ml .

PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE.
flUaaftstmo, March 7, 1807.

The Bseats to-day passed the Free Railroad bill, allow-
lag aay nine pereoea to construct a railroad; also aa
Ml Intended to relieve pereoea who have beea for a
long time under aentenoe of death is difltraat prisons by
r«*UM them conditions I Mrtoaa

WASHINGTON
Excitiig Debate io tbe House on the

Impeachment Question.

TheJalleiaryCiiiittee Instructed tt
Continue III InvestigatiM*

A Hill Supplementary to the Reconstruc¬
tion Act Introduced in the Senate.

Appointment of the Senate and a Portion of
the Home Committeei.

dbc. See. See.

WAsaraaroa, March T, 188T.
The IavMPk*eii Qifittan.

The debate ta the House to-day on the proposed im¬
peachmeet indicates pretty clearly the temper of mem¬

bers on that exciting subject. The extreme radicals
still hag to their bosoms their old darling of Immediate
Executive decapitation, but the moderates advise pru¬
dence, deliberation and calmness la prosecuting a work
of such solemn import Mr. Ashley evidently intends to

keep np bis lire on "the man at the other end of the
avenue," for to-day be uttered an anti-Johnson denunci¬
ation fiercer. If poesible, than any before. Gesticulating
excitedly, be remarked that he would say nothing as to
the terrible doubt that oppressed his mind as to
complicity with tbe assassination conspiracy, and
tbe mysterious connection between death and
treachery. Tbe utterance of this dark insinuation
again created a profound sensation among the specta¬
tors assembled in tbe galleries, including a

liberal representation of the diplomatic corps. The
democratic members alone seemed to take the matter in
an unconcerned manner, laughing at Ashley's excited

D^UUltr M><i interrupting him with seini-jocose ques¬
tions. Tbe speech of Mr Spalding, who called the im¬

peachment project " a stupendous folly,'' and asked if
the policy of the Cromwell times and tbe scenes enacted
under Danton, Marat and Robespierre were to be re¬

peated, made quite an impression. General Butler re¬

plied In a characteristic manner to Mr. Spalding, but
his point was simply the old one that President Johnson
should be removed at all hazards if he stood in the way
of peace, harmony, unity, law and reconstruction.
On this subject of impeachment it is difficult to see

the end. The extreme radical element, which favors
hot-headed measures of suspension, seems to have met
with a check. I have heard republicans express the
opinion that impeachment is all humbug, that the
Judiciary Committee failed miserably in sustaining any
serious charges, and that there bad been enough of the
matter until the end of Andrew Johnson's term. This
savors ver/ much of backing down from the solemn
position taken by tbe dominant party last session.
The action of the Senate caucus to-day, in laying on

the table the proposition of last night's republican
caucus, changes suddenly tbe probabilities that existed
this morning of the adjournment on Monday next, the
difficulty presenting itself of tbe Inability of one
branch adjourning Congress without tbe consent
of Uto other. It has been made manifest to-day
that there is not only among many of the republican
members aa unwilling concurrence with the course de¬
termined upon last night, but so strong a hostility to
this course on the part or a majority of the Senate that
It is Impossible to carry Into effect last night's determi¬
nation. Tbe feeling entertained by a majority of the
Senate that the facts thus Car elicited by the House Ju¬
diciary Committee would prove a dangerous basis upon
which to proceed to impeachment will force the Houise to
agree to an adjournment to October next Senators take
the position that if there is any sincerity In the move¬
ment of the leading prosecutors tbe House should pro¬
ceed Immediately to carry out their programme or con¬
sent to an adjournment over the summer months, and
thereby virtually acknowledge the aboodonment of tbe
whole question. A leading Representative, on being in¬
formed to-day of the action, or waat of ac¬
tion, of the Senate caucus, exclaimed, " I
am very glad of it" It is claimed by some
of the pronounced conservatives that many of those
who voted for the adjournment to May were induced to
do so only through the stlmulaat of a seven party dis¬
ci Dlino.

The KMiMtniriiu MMuam.
Senator Wilson's bill, offered to-day, Is a supplement

to the aot to provide for a more efficient government
of the rebel SUtes, sod gives *U the powers which are
usually exercised by the Governors and Legislatures of
States la regard to conventions for amending or form¬
ing a State constitution to the general in command of
the military district, who, by proclamation and notifica¬
tion, makes all necessary appointments and has the con¬
vention held in accordance with and in subordination
to the terms of the existing act to provide for a more
efficient government of the rebel States. It also pro¬
vides that the duties therein imposed upon the com¬
manding general of each district and the powers con¬
ferred may, with his consent, be performed and exer¬
cised by the aoting Governor of any State, who will
take an oath or affirmation faithfully to perform and
exercise the same. The convention is required to
submit ths constitution to the vote of those who
are authorised by the terms of ths bill, to which
the present is supplementary, and to submit the con¬
stitution to the President, who pn turn submits it to
Congress.
Tli* Rerssstrsdlss Law la Tirdsla-Prs-
pesrd Repeal ml the Act Retrsce4lsg Alex¬
andria I* Virginia.
Judge Underwood and fourteen others have seat a me¬

morial to Congress tettlng forth that the Reconstruotioa
act has been openly defied by the authorities of Alexan¬
dria, Virginia, holding that the act distinctly and posi¬
tively enfranchised the colored citizens of the rebel
States and asking relief in the premtsss; also that all
rebels should be oompelled to climb upon the Union
platform before their forfaited political rights are restored
to them. *

By the ananlmity of the votoa on the passsge in ths
House to-day of the bill for the repeal of the act retro-
cedtng the county of Alexandria to the State of Virginia
there Is liule doubt of its becoming a law by the con¬
currence of the Senate in the Hoese action. This result,
long talked aboat and asked for by many of the resi¬
dents or Alexandria, was precipitated ty the action of
tbe Alexandria authorities at the recent election In dis¬
regarding ths terms of the recent reconstruction law
and encouraging the persecution of the negroes. A pe¬
tition of some of the retfdents reciting n few of tbe
latter teste and asking protection was read, and was the
enly thing said in fevor of the passage of tbe bilL

The Natleant C'nrreacy. * .<

Ths bill to weiii jwviis * nsiloaal cur¬
rency, which was olfsred by Mr. Pric«, pf Iowa, la tbe
House yesterday, was net, as bas been stated by one of
the New York papers, to Inflate the currency, but to
enable tbe comptroller of the currency, when it was
deemed necessary, to compel a bank to reduce its capi¬
tal or pay np what had been squandered, or to place a
receiver In charge A provision of this kind Is con¬
tained In a bill which was reported by tbe Committee
on Banking and Currency, >>et flailed.

The New Turin en Weal.
Tbe Secretary of tbe Treasury to-day, issued tbe fol¬

lowing letter to the Collectors of Custom*:.
Tssasmv Dxi-A*TMr..Tr, March 7, ltx.7.Pin:.The preparation and distribution to the various

officers of tbe government of the distinctive samples of
the various kinds of wool or hair provided for in ths
act sntltled "An set to provide increased revenue trom
Imported wool, and for other purposes,'' approved March
a, 1867, will necessarily require some time, probablyseveral weeks, while the rates of duty to bedetermined by clarification, ac< or ling to said distinct¬ive samples, sre now in force. With a view to removingas fsr ss possible the difficulties presented, and by virtusof ths general authority vested In the recent sc'l of theTreasury, you ars herel.y instructed to permit entry ofwool aad hair as heretofore, and request the sppratserto make returns to you according to ths rlsssiilca ions
mentioned In the act. The nppraiscr will retain samplesOf all wool and hair exarnin d by him, Tor the purposeof comparing them with tbe verified sample,when the same shall be received by him
from the Department. It is suggested that tbe
liquidation of all entries of wool snd bsir under the act
In question oe suspended until the appraiser Is sbte to
report to you according U> Its terms sad provisions. Tbe
appraiser will. In addition to those retained lor his owa
future reference, secure and send samples to this depart¬
ment, accompanied by a statement showing the name of
the importer, tbe vessel by which imported, bis classifi¬
cation thereof, and the rate of duty to which in his
opinion tbs same is Itsble I im, very respectfullj, Ac ,H. MoCULLUCH, Secretary of thk Treasury.
The Department decides that tbn rates in the not to

not applied to good* Id bond. It take* effect front tbl
2d I tut.
Th*> PraptMd Feaca Cangrea* la Wa»kla«t«a.

It il thought that tha Department of State will ro-

c" ve replies In tbe oourae of a week or ton days from
Chile and Peru In reforaaoe to tha proposition made to
them about tha beginning of tha winter,{offering tho
mediation of the United States to adjust the difflcultiea
now existing between these States and Spain. It Is stated
on the bunt authority that the government of Chile
is oonsalting with the governments of Peru, Bolivia and
Ecuador on the propriety of accepting the friendly offices
of the United Slates, although no communication In ro¬

tation to the subject has been received by the ministers
of those governments resident here. The new Spanish
minister 1s expected to arrive here la a few days to re¬

lieve Honor Taasara, and ho will doubtless come with full
instructions from bis government, whloh, it Is under
stood, has accepted the offer of mediation, official noMoo
of which may be looked for upon the arrival of the now
minister. There is veiy little doubt entertained in diplo¬
matic circles that the offer of tbo United States will bo
accepted substantially as It was mado. 8omo think,
however, that the time appointed for the meeting of tbo
plenipotentiaries will have to be postponed to n Inter
day, In order to allow time for correspondence hslweew
the governments and tho appointment of tho 00mmis
sioners.

______

FORTIETH C0HGKB88.
First Hraeton

SENATI.
ViunoiM, Match TfflMT.

Arroorrmrr of commas.
Mr. AifTBoirr, (rep.) of B. L, moved a suspension of

the rules, requiring the election of committees by
ballot, and offered n tesolution appouiUng the oosa-

mlttees as follows:.
Foreign Relations.Messrs. Stunner, Chairman: Fee-

senden, Cameron, Morton, Patterson of Now
Hampshire, Johnson.
Finance Committee.Messrs. Morgan, Williams, Van

Winkle, Cattail, Henderson, Morrill or Vermont
Appropr ations.Messrs. Morrill of Maine, Grims^

Howe, Wilson, Cole, Conkling, Guthrie.
Commerce.Messrs. Chandler, Morrill of Maine, Mor¬

gan, Sprague, Corbitt, Patterson of Tennessee, Dun-
little.
Manufactures.Messrs. Yates, Cole, Dixon.
Agriculture.Messrs. Cameron, Cattell, Morton, Tin.

ton, Guthrie #
.

Military Affkirs and the Militia.Messrs. Wilson.
Howard, Spr^ne, Cameron "uoolltUo.'^

Naval Crimei. Anthony, Cragla, Nyat
FrellngbujTMn, Drake, Hendricks.
Judiciary.Meesrs Trumbull, Stewart, Frelinghuysen,

Edmunds, Conkling, Johnson, Hendriokk
Post Office and Post Roads.Messrs. Ramsay, Conness,

Pomeroy, Van Winkle, Harlan, Morrill of Vermont,
Dixon.

Public Lands.Messrs. Pomeroy, Stewart, Edmunds^
Cattell, Williams, Tipton, Hendricks.

Private Land Claims.Messrs. Williams, Howard, Tar¬
ry, Riddle, Norton.
Indian A Oa rs.Messrs. Henderson, Morrill of Mains^

Ross, Corbitt, Tbaver, Buckalew, Dooltitle.
Pensions.Messrs. Van Winkle, Edmunds, Trumbull,

Fowler, Tipton, Saulsbury. Davis.
Revolutionary ClaimB.Messrs. Nye, Chandler, How%

Saulsbury, Patterson of Tennessee.
Claims.Messrs. Howe, Willeyr Frelinghuysen, How¬

ard, Morrill of Vermont, Cole. Davis.
District of Columbis.Messrs. Harlan, Sumner, Hen¬

derson, Willey, Patterson of New Hampshire, Corbitt,
Patterson of Tennessee.
Patents and the Patent Office.Messrs. Willoy, Shan-

man, Tbayer, Terry, Norton.
Public Buildings and Grounds.Meisra. Fessendea^

Trumbull, Grimes, Terry, Johnson.
Territories.Messrs. Yates, Nye, Cr&gtn, Fowler, Ram¬

say, Terry, Davis.
Pacific ltai|road.Messrs. Howard, Sherman, Morgan,

Conness, Mhnsay, Stewart, Wilson, Harlan, Drake.
Contingent Expenses.Messrs. Crsgin, Drake, Buck-

slew.
Engrossed Bills.Messrs. Fowler, Sumner, Norton.
Minesrand Mining.Messrs. Conness, Stewart, Chandler,

Yates, Conkling, Saulsbury.
Printing.Messs. Anthony, Ross, RiddelL
Library.Messrs. Morgan, Howe, Feesenden.
Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.Messra Boh, Pat¬

terson, Dixon.
Joint Committee on Rotrenchment.Messrs. Edmunds,

Willisms, Buckslew.
To Revise and Fix tbe Pay of the Officers of the Two

Houses.Messrs. Fessenden, Sherman, Buckalew.
Mr. Awtbokt stated that Mr. Fessenden had been ».

lieved from the chairmanship of the Committee as
Finance at bis own request.
The oommittees were agreed to as above announce*.

AXK.HDKKST OF THK RUUX.
Mr. Aivmoinr, (rep.) ol R L, offered a resolution to nM

to tbe thirteenth rule of the Senate a provision thus:.
"All amendments to appropriation bills oomlng from
oommittees shall, one day before they are offered la tbo
Senate, be referred to tbe Committee on Appropriationa."
Adopted.

Kxrxmw< or an ikdian oomwsmow.
The Ckjuk laid before tbe Senate a communication

from tbe Secretary of the Interior asking an appropria¬
tion of $30,000 to pay the expensee ot a commission to
treat with the Indians and secure their removal further
west It was ordered to be printed.

Petitions and memorials wore prseeated and referred.
aid Asxitn for CAuroaaiA railroads.

Mr. Conmbss, (rep.) of Cal., introduced a bill to aid In
the construction of certain railroads In Oalifiaraia,
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

iiARPta's fsrrt raoranrr.
Mr. Wiixkt. (rep.) of W. V., iatrodueed a bill

icing tbe sale ot certain public property at Har»ar*a
Ferry, Virginia, whloh waa referred to tbe Military Ooaa
mlttee.

irtum o* (Hi obkhm nrrLaiuwr, una
Mr. Ron, (rep.) of Kuuu, presealed a Mil lo gtra Ik*

right of purchase to certain settlers oo the Cherokee
tetUement in the State of ffinsas. It waa referred I*
the Committee on Public Land*

the tout uuTcrvom mnrinoa.
Mr. Rom introduced a bill donating a portion of tbo

Fort Leavenworth reservation for the exclusive use off
public roads.
raoHiamoH or tbx ralr or anamotm liquors n rm

carrroL srn.ucro.
Mr. Waso*, (rep) of Mass., introdooed the folioviae

Joint resolution to prevent the sale or use of liquors la
the Capitol building, which was ordered to be laid oa
the table

Resolved. by the Senate and the House of Rspresentalivee
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled.
That It la hereby declared unlawful for any person to bring,
or directly or Indirectly u> cauae to be brought, Into the
Capitol Building, or Into any building pertaining thereto
any spirituous or malt liquors, wine or cider, far sale or usst
or for any other purpose. and any ollloer or employe of Iks
government who shall' In auy manner violate or conaire at
or countenance the violation of this resolution stall be urn.
marlly diamlsaed from ofllee; and It shall be the duty of tbo
8ergeants-sl-Arms of the Sean te and House of Representa¬
tives, under the supervision of the presiding ollloer of their
respective houaer, to enforce the provisions of this reeota-
tioa, under the aame penalties for neglect er refusal to do aa
ths Buxia ovasm wssoinu amp tnmuam snrnaa.
Mr. Hskdomoh, (rep) of Ma, introduced a bdl declar¬

ing the .bridge over Uie Missouri river at St Cbariea, aad
the bridge over the Mississippi at St. Louis, Ma, legal
slracturea Referred to the Committee on Past Offiose
aad Peat Roads.

FATvarr or *t«on»i prior noon.
Mr HavmntaoR Introduced a bill to pay certain Missouri

troops who served in the late war. Referred to the Mil¬
itary Committee.

tbi KH'TTivs mAW-ana
Mr. BmrDineod introduced a Jotat resolution to amead

the constitution by providing that no Stale shall prohibit
any of Its citizens from voting vr holding office on ac¬
count of color.

Mr. Sacwin.'ut, (detn.) of Del, raised tbo point of ar¬
dor, that as Ihs constitution of the United States had
been blotted out of existence It could not be amended.
The resolution waa referred to the Judiciary Com

¦Htaa
RRiummrrAiio* or tub jlkbwl statu.

Mr. Hibd«wom gave notice that be should to-morrow
Introduce a bill to provide lor the representation ol lbs
rebel dtales in Congress at th« earliest practicable ma-

m#nL ' -..aiSMrT '

.
*** WlspOWStlf AMD LAKH smtwo* RAtLSOAD.

Mr. Huwr, (rep,) of Wla, introduced a bill to great aid
latoeoonstrnctlonof ths Wisconsin and LakeSapsrlar
Railroad Referred to the Committee on l ublto Laada

iarRovR»Rinr of thk ros akd wisookxin aivaaa
Mr. Hows introdooed a resolution to extend the time

for the completion of the improvement of the Pox aad
Wisconsin rivers for the period of Ove >eara Passed.

AID I OR A STUTART ROAD.
Mr. Hs*r>«R«rt» introduced a Mil to gnat aid la the

construction of a military road from QsJrsalna. Texas,
to kittle Rock, Arkansas. Referral to tbs Military Otm-
mlttea

oraxd An nmr jrnona ra ctar.
Mr i rai'.iv, (rep,I of N. H., Introdooed a Mil to rege¬

late the selection of Grand end Petit Jurors la the Tent-
lory of lTtah, which was referred to the Committee ea
Territories.

rm RKTRRCl LAWS.
Mr Vab Wmta, (rep.) ol W. V., offered a reeolnMea

for the printing of throe thousand copies of the existing
Revenue lawa Reiem-d to the Committee en Printing,

rraixuno* or ras nwoaw" or cowman
Mr. Morrill, (rep) of Ma, offered a resolution la¬

st rooting the Committee on IHatlnK to inquire what
I ii ther legislation was necessary to perfect the arrange-
mcnts for the publication of the debates and proceedings
of Congress, and whether It would be advisable to make
the tilohf reporters responsible lo the Senate, Instead of
as now to tbe pubi'*here of the (flub*.

Mr. Co«nmss complained tlist the debates had not beea
promptly published during the late setalon. and that
titer were now several days behind hand.

Mr. BBMKtt, (Jem.) of Ind., argu»d that It waa

physically impossible to keep up the publication of the
debates during the closing days of the session, when the
Senate was In almost continuous session. It was Impos¬
sible not to get behind under the circumstances.

Mr. Cons ms, in the course of further remarks, com¬

plained of the habit of withholding speeches for altera¬
tion and amendment, reorganizing nod recoastructing
sentences and presenting to constituents speeches never
made in Congress.

Mr. A.vtwokt ssld that there was aa unfortunate differ¬
ence between tbe rei>orters of the Gtn>* and Its publish¬
ed, tbe merits of which he coeld not determine. It
was evident there was something defective when tbe
debates were so far behind as they wers now, aad be
thoeght this defect ought to be remedied.
The resolution of Mr. Morrill was agreed to.

eooas roa ias coeatrras on AfTRorRiATtotm
Mr. Aktrort offered a resolution directing the Ona.

mute" on Pnbllo Bnl'dltigs snd (.rounds to M<lgn s room
to ths Committee oa Appropriation^ aad 'jeaetally to re-


